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Rainbow Grammar 

Parent & Carer Quick Guide 
 

What is Rainbow Grammar? 
Rainbow Grammar is like Lego for sentences. Children learn how to build sentences from coloured sentences 
blocks that can be combined to write lots of different kinds of sentences. It is a fun, practical and colourful way of 
teaching children how to accurately build a wide range of sentences. By using Rainbow Grammar children learn: 

• how the different building blocks of sentences work 
• what the different types of words and parts of sentences are called 
• how to join the sentence building blocks to create longer sentences 
• how to manipulate sentences to create different patterns and effects 
• how to punctuate their sentences accurately. 

 
Why are they learning this? 
Grammar is a big part of the national curriculum for English. Schools must teach children how sentences work in 
more detail than they did before. They also have to teach children the names of all the different words and parts of 
sentences. Children are also tested on their understanding of grammar and punctuation.  The goal of Rainbow 
Grammar is to help children to improve their writing, but it helps them to do well in the tests too! 
 
How does it work? 
In Key stage 1 and 2, the children learn the 8 colours and how they help to improve sentences, starting with the 
simplest sentences: traffic light sentences. Children start by learning how very simple sentences work. They learn 
that a writer needs to communicate three things in a sentence: 
 l who or what the sentence is about 
 l what it did or what happened 
 l when to stop 
 
So we might write this sentence. 
The monster screamed. 
 
Who or what is the sentence about?  The monster 
What did it do?    screamed 
How did the sentence stop?  . 
 
From this starting point, children then learn how to improve these parts. For example: 
The cute, furry monster screamed angrily all night. 
 
They also learn how to join other colours to the basic traffic light sentence. We might use a (dark blue) adverbial 
clause, for example. 
The cute, furry monster screamed angrily all night because he wanted his teddy. 
 
By Year 6, they should be able to build some very creative sentences by combining all of the colours in lots of ways.  
All night long, the cute, furry monster, who desperately wanted his teddy, screamed angrily, waking up everyone in 
the house. 
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D

eterm
iner  

C
onjunction 

Pronoun 

Prep
osition 

A
d

verb
 

A
d
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N
oun  
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Year 

a, the, an,  
one, tw

o, three, first, second
, third

, last  
m

y, your, his, her, our, their  
this, that, these, those,  

 

and
, so, b

ut, or, yet 
althoug

h, b
ecause, w

hile, w
hen, w

henever, since, 
once, after, b

efore, until 

m
e, w

e, you, him
, her, it, they, us, them

 
 

in, on, und
er, insid

e, b
etw

een, d
uring

, at, b
elow

, 
b

eneath, ab
ove, over, along

, around
, throug

h  

how
: q

uietly, slow
ly, softly, safely, hurried

ly,  
w

hen: now
, yesterd

ay, tom
orrow

, then, soon  
w

here: here, there, insid
e, outsid

e, near, far 

red
, old

, new
, hug

e, tiny, ang
ry, w

ise, cruel, w
ood

en, 
local, b

rig
ht, silky, roug

h, b
eautiful, hid

eous, 
courag

eous, icy, reflective, d
elicious  

run, sing
, d

ance, jum
p

, cry, think, w
hisp

er, hurry, p
lay,  

consid
er, yell, d

ream
, cook, slice, finish, create, op

en  
 

Person: d
octor, g

irl, Sam
, M

r. Sm
ith 

Place: school, city, forest, Lond
on, A

sia  
Thing

: d
esk, coffee, tree, M

ars B
ar 

Id
ea: love, ed

ucation, p
eace, tim

e  

Exam
p

les  

A
 d

eterm
iner introd

uces a noun. 

A
 conjunction is a joining

 w
ord

. It 
joins tw

o id
eas in a sentence  

A
 p

ronoun rep
laces a noun.  

A
 p

rep
osition g

oes b
efore a noun 

to d
escrib

e w
here or w

hen  

A
n ad

verb d
escrib

es a verb
.  In 

Year 2  they  d
escrib

e how
 and

 
end

 in –ly. In K
ey Stag

e 2  they 
d

escrib
e w

hen and
 w

here  too . 

A
n ad

jective d
escrib

es a noun. 

A
 verb d

escrib
es an action.  Every 

sentence has at least one verb
.  

A
 noun nam

es a p
erson, p

lace  or 
thing

 (or id
ea from

 Year 5). A
 

p
rop

er noun b
eg

ins w
ith a cap

ital 
letter 

D
escrip

tion  

Every m
onster has six fing

ers on each  
hand

. 

The child
ren ran aw

ay b
ecause they 

w
ere terrified

, b
ut the m

onster caug
ht 

them
.  

The child
ren ran. They w

ere terrified
.  

The m
onster chased

 the child
ren 

around
 the room

. 

The m
onster q

uickly chased
 the 

child
ren.  

The hug
e m

onster chased
 the 

frig
htened child

ren. 

The m
onster chased the child

ren.  
 

The m
onster chased

 the child
ren . 

 

Exam
p

les ( in b
old

)  
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A
p
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A
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A
d
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Year 

The m
onster, w

ho w
as afraid of the dark, scream

ed loudly in the attic. 
The children hid under the covers, w

here they trem
bled w

ith fear . 

W
aking everyone up, the m

onster scream
ed loudly in the attic.  

The children cried all night, terrified by the strange noises.  

The m
onster scream

ed loudly in the attic because he w
anted his teddy . 

W
henever they heard a noise , the children cried.  

 

The m
onster, a terrifying beast w

ith sharp teeth , scream
ed loudly.  

“
I w

ant m
y Teddy!”

 the m
onster scream

ed loudly in the attic. 
“

The m
onster is com

ing to get us ,”
 the children w

ailed. 

Soon, the m
onster w

ould gobble them
 up.  

H
ow

ever, the children planned their escape. 
 

The m
onster scream

ed loudly ! 
The children cried all night . 

Loudly , the m
onster scream

ed in the attic. 
In their beds, the children cried.  

The m
onster scream

ed loudly in the attic. 
The children cried in their beds . 

The m
onster scream

ed loudly in the attic. 
The children cried all night.  

Exam
p

le s 

A
 relative clause d

escrib
es the noun that com

es b
efore 

it. It b
eg

ins w
ith a relative p

ronoun (that, w
hen , w

here , 
w

hich, w
ho or w

hose.  

A
 non- finite clause ad

d
s a second

 id
ea to a sentence. It 

b
eg

ins w
ith an - ed

 (confused
, follow

ed
)  or -ing

 ( sm
iling

, 
d

ancing
) verb

.  

A
n ad

verb
ial clause ad

d
s a second

 id
ea to a sentence. 

b
eg

ins w
ith a joining

 w
ord

 called
 a sub

ord
inating

 
conjunction such as b

ecause, if  and
 w

hen 

A
n ap

p
ositive is a p

hrase w
hich exp

and
s up

on or 
exp

lains a noun that com
es im

m
ed

iately b
efore .  

Sp
eech tells us w

hen som
eone is sp

eaking
. It is 

surround
ed

 b
y sp

eech m
arks, w

hich are also called
 

inverted
 com

m
as  

A
 linking

 ad
verb links a sentence to the one that cam

e 
b

efore (e.g
. furtherm

ore, how
ever, m

eanw
hile, 

nevertheless) and
 are com

m
on in non - fiction w

riting
.  

A
 stop end

s a sentence. The m
ost com

m
on w

ay of 
stop

p
ing

 is w
ith a full stop

, b
ut q

uestion m
arks and

 
exclam

ations are useful too. 

A
 fronted

 ad
verb

ial tells us w
hen , w

here  or how
 

som
ething

 hap
p

ened
 and

 that has b
een m

oved
 from

 the 
p

red
icate and

 p
laced

 at the start of the sentence. 

A
 p

red
icate tells us w

hat the sub
ject d

id
. It has a verb

 
b

ut m
ig

ht also have ad
verb

ials w
hich tell us w

hen, w
here 

or how
 thing

s hap
p

ened
.  

A
 sub

ject tells us w
ho or w

hat the sentence is ab
out.  

D
escrip

tion 

 


